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BIOBASED DEICING/ANTI-ICING FLUIDS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional
application Ser. No. 60/421,647 filed on Oct. 28, 2002, and
U.S. provisional application Ser. No. 60/434,612, filed Dec.
18, 2002.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates in general to compositions to
remove ice from surfaces and/or to prevent ice from forming
on surfaces, and in particular to biobased deicing/anti-icing
fluids.

De-icing/anti-icing fluids are used in many different appli-
cations, such as on roadways, sidewalks, airport runways,
and other outdoor surfaces where icing is a problem. In one
particular application, deicing/anti-icing fluids are used in
the aircraft industry to control icing on the surfaces of planes
or runways. Deicing involves the application of a deicing
fluid onto ice that has already formed on the plane or runway
in order to remove the ice. The deicing fluid lowers the
freezing point of the ice so that it becomes a liquid rather
than a solid. Anti-icing involves the application of an
anti-icing fluid onto a surface of the plane or runway before
ice is present, thereby lowering the freezing point of any
precipitation that contacts the surface and preventing it from
turning into ice.

Fluids based on propylene glycol and ethylene glycol are
the most popular aircraft deicing/anti-icing fluids in use
today. The glycol-based fluids are effective against ice, but
they are considered to be harmful to the environment,
particularly if applied in large volumes. There is a strong
need for environmentally friendly deicing/anti-icing fluids
that perform comparably to the glycol-based fluids.

Several patents disclose aircraft deicing/anti-icing fluids
containing sorbitol and/or glycerol instead of propylene
glycol or ethylene glycol. For example, U.S. Pat. No.
6,129,857 to Sapienza discloses aircraft deicing/anti-icing
fluids containing sorbitol, water and other ingredients. U.S.
Pat. No. 5,993,684 to Back et al. discloses aircraft deicing
fluids containing glycerol, sorbitol and water, and optionally
materials such as thickeners, antioxidants, pH adjusters,
stabilizers, biocides, or corrosion inhibitors. International
Patent Publication No. WO 01/29146 A1 to Westmark et al.
discloses aircraft deicing fluids containing glycerol, non-
ionic surfactant, polysaccharide thickener, and water. There
is still a need for improved deicing/anti-icing fluids.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a nontoxic deicing/anti-icing
fluid including a biobased freezing point depressant, a
surfactant, an antioxidant, and water. The fluid has a lethal
dose (LDs,) greater than about 10,000 mg/L.

The invention also relates to a deicing/anti-icing fluid
including a biobased freezing point depressant, a vinylpyr-
rolidone polymer having a molecular weight between about
10,000 and about 700,000, and water.

The invention also relates to a deicing/anti-icing fluid
including a biobased freezing point depressant, a nonionic
surfactant selected from the polyoxyalkylene ethers, an
antioxidant, and water.
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The invention also relates to a deicing/anti-icing fluid
including a biobased freezing point depressant, a surfactant,
a food grade material that functions as an antioxidant, and
water.

The invention also relates to a deicing/anti-icing fluid
including a biobased freezing point depressant, a material
that functions as both a buffer and a freezing point depres-
sant, and water.

The invention further relates to a concentrated deicing/
anti-icing fluid including a biobased freezing point depres-
sant, a vinylpyrrolidone polymer having a molecular weight
between about 10,000 and about 700,000, and from about
5% to about 20% by weight of water.

Various advantages of this invention will become appar-
ent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

In one embodiment, the invention relates to a nontoxic
deicing/anti-icing fluid including a biobased freezing point
depressant, a surfactant, an antioxidant, and water. It has
been discovered that fluids having desirable performance
properties and physical characteristics can be produced
using a biobased freezing point depressant in combination
with a streamlined low toxicity additive package. The fluids
do not require all the additives typically used in such fluids
to achieve the desired performance. The deicing/anti-icing
fluids usually pass the deicing requirements for commercial
and military use. In some embodiments, the fluids meet the
requirements of Aerospace Material Specification (AMS)
1424D, “Deicing/Anti-Icing Fluid, Aircraft,” published in
2001, or its international equivalent, The International Orga-
nization for Standardization, ISO 11075, “Aerospace-Air-
craft De-Icing/ Anti-Icing Newtonian Fluids ISO Type 17, or
versions of these specifications that may be updated in the
future, and AMS 1435 “Fluid, Generic, Deicing/Anti-Icing
Runways are Taxiways”, published in August 1999.

The deicing/anti-icing fluids are exponentially less toxic
than traditional propylene glycol and ethylene glycol deic-
ers. The fluids have an LD, for fathead minnows greater
than about 10,000 mg/l, preferably greater than about
15,000 mg/l., more preferably greater than about 30,000
mg/L, and most preferably greater than about 50,000 mg/L..
The aquatic toxicity is determined using a fathead minnow
96-hour L.Ds,, as measured according to OECD Methods 202
and 203 or equivalent. The LD, is the highest concentration
at which 50% of the fish do not survive the test period.

The biobased freezing point depressant used in the deic-
ing/anti-icing fluids is one or more polyols having 3 to 8
carbon atoms, selected from glycerol, sorbitol, pentaeryth-
ritol, diethyl malonate, reduced aldose and ketose sugars
having 4 to 7 carbon atoms, or mixtures thereof. The C,
polyol is glycerol. The C, polyols are erythritol and threitol
(all reduced 4 carbon aldose and ketose sugars). The C;
polyols are xylitol, ribitol, arabitol (all reduced 5 carbon
aldose and ketose sugars), and pentaerythritol. The Cg
polyols are mannitol, iditol, talitol, allitol, galactitol, gluitol,
altritol, inositol (all reduced 6 carbon aldose and ketose
sugars), and sorbitol. The C, polyols are perseitol and
sedohepitol (all reduced 7 carbon aldose and ketose sugars).
The C, polyol is diethyl malonate. Glycerol is a preferred
type of polyol for use in the fluids.

In some embodiments, the fluids include a mixture of the
polyols. Preferably, the mixture includes glycerol with no
other polyols, or in combination with one or more of the
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other listed polyols, such as xylitol or sorbitol. The glycerol
provides the main freezing point lowering effect, while the
other polyol provides a thickening effect that enhances the
performance of the composition when used as a fluid.

The polyols can be produced from renewable resources
(such as from corn and corn processing byproducts or from
many other agricultural sources) and as such are economi-
cally and readily available in commercial quantities. It is
expected that the polyol-based deicing/anti-icing fluids can
be produced more inexpensively than glycol-based deicers.

The amount of polyol used in the fluids is the balance after
adding the percentages of surfactant, antioxidant, water, and
any optional ingredients. The fluids can contain any suitable
amount of polyol. Deicing/anti-icing fluids preferably con-
tain from about 10% to about 95% polyol by weight, and
more preferably from about 50% to about 88%. When the
fluids contain glycerol in combination with one or more of
the other polyols, the fluids preferably contain from about
10% to about 88% glycerol and from about 1% to about 30%
other polyol(s).

The deicing/anti-icing fluids can include one or more
surfactants. Preferably, the fluids include a nonionic surfac-
tant; anionic, cationic, and amphoteric (zwitterionic) surfac-
tants are less preferred. Some nonlimiting examples of
suitable nonionic surfactants are: alkylphenol ethoxylates
(C,5 or lower, Cg or lower preferred); fatty or oxo-alcohol
polyethyleneglycol ethers (C,¢ or lower, Cy or lower pre-
ferred); ethylene oxide-propylene oxide polymers (Cg, or
lower, C, or lower preferred); fatty alcohol polyglycol ethers
(C,¢ or lower, C, or lower preferred); polyethoxylates such
as polyoxyethylene ethers; polypropyloxylates such as poly-
oxypropylene ethers; sugar-based surfactants such as alkyl
glycosides (e.g., alkyl benzene and tert-butoxyethanol);
ethers of C, to Cg polyethylene oxide repeat units of 2 to 50
polyethylene oxide units (low carbon alkyl group and some-
what higher carbon ethoxylate group preferred); polyvinyl
alcohols having MW 1000-10,000; and polyvinyl pyrroli-
dones.

In a preferred embodiment, the deicing/anti-icing fluids of
the invention include a biodegradable freezing point depres-
sant, an antioxidant, and one or more nonionic surfactants
selected from the polyoxyalkylene ethers. Some preferred
polyoxyalkylene ethers are ethers of C, , to C, alcohols with
polyethylene oxide repeat units of 2 to 100 polyethylene
oxide units. Such surfactants include, for example, the
Brij™ series of surfactants manufactured by ICI (e.g., Brij
30, 35, 52, 56, 58, 72, 76, 78, 92, 97, 98 and 700). Brij 35
is polyoxyethylene lauryl ether, 718 average MW, having
the chemical formula: CH,(CH,),,(CH,CH,0),H, where x
on average is 23.

The fluids can contain any suitable amount of surfactant.
Preferably, the fluids contain from about 0.01% to about
0.5% surfactant by weight, and more preferably from about
0.05% to about 0.2%.

The deicing/anti-icing fluids can also include one or more
antioxidants. Some nonlimiting examples of suitable anti-
oxidants are salts of unsaturated carboxylic acids having 4 to
18 carbon atoms. In a preferred embodiment, the fluids
include a biobased freezing point depressant, a surfactant,
and a food grade material that functions as an antioxidant. It
was not obvious beforehand to use a food grade material in
a nonfood application (the deicing/anti-icing fluids). It was
also necessary to determine which food grade materials
would go into solution and provide the desired antioxidant
benefits.

Any suitable food grade material having the desired
antioxidant and solubility properties can be used, such as
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sodium sorbate, potassium sorbate, or an unsaturated trig-
lyceride such as corn oil, cottonseed oil, linseed oil, or tung
oil. Tocopherols can also be used; these are natural products
that are present in soybean oil and other natural product oils.
Potassium sorbate and sodium sorbate provide very effective
anti-oxidation protection. If desired, the sodium sorbate can
be provided by adding an equal molar mixture of sorbic acid
and sodium bicarbonate that reacts to form sodium sorbate.
Some food grade materials such as ascorbic acid, citric acid,
and BHT were found to be insufficient in their antioxidant
effect and/or solubility.

The fluids can contain any suitable amount of antioxidant.
Preferably, the fluids contain from about 0.01% to about 1%
antioxidant by weight, and more preferably from about
0.05% to about 0.2%.

The deicing/anti-icing fluids can optionally include one or
more buffers for pH control. The fluids can have any suitable
pH. The pH of the fluids is usually from about 3.5 to about
9, and preferably from about 6 to about 9. Some nonlimiting
examples of suitable buffers include: phosphate salts (K",
NH,*); pyrophosphates (Na*, K*, NH,*); metaphosphates
(Na*, K*, NH,*); carbonic acid and its salts (Na*, K*,
NH,*); hydroxyl ammonium (Na*, K*, NH,*); adidic acid
and its salts (Na*, K*, NH,"); maleic acid and its salts (Na™,
K™, NH,*); and ascorbic acid and its salts (Na*, K*, NH,*).

In one embodiment, the deicing/anti-icing fluids include a
biobased freezing point depressant, a material that functions
as both a buffer and a freezing point depressant, and water.
Preferably, the material also improves the thermal stability
of the fluid. Any suitable material having these properties
can be used, for example certain of the phosphate salts. A
particular example is a mixture of mono-basic sodium
phosphate and di-basic sodium phosphate, such as the
monohydrate mono-basic and heptahydrate di-basic sodium
phosphates.

The fluids can contain any suitable amount of the buffer/
freezing point depressant. The fluids preferably contain from
about 0.02% to about 2% mono-basic sodium phosphate and
from about 0.02% to about 2% di-basic sodium phosphate
by weight, more preferably from about 0.3% to about 1.5%
mono-basic sodium phosphate and from about 0.3% to about
1.5% di-basic sodium phosphate.

The deicing/anti-icing fluids can optionally include one or
more anti-microbial agents. Some nonlimiting examples of
suitable anti-microbial agents include: sodium azide; qua-
ternary ammonium compounds (e.g., 2-methyl-4,5-trimeth-
ylene-4-isothizoline-3-one; n-alkyl dimethyl benzyl ammo-
nium X~ [where alkyl carbon number is C,, g|; n-alkyl
trimethyl ammonium X~ [where alkyl carbon number is
C,,_1s]; dialkyl dimethyl ammonium X~ [where alkyl car-
bon number is C,,_5]; octyl decyl dimethyl ammonium X~
[where X~ is CI-, Br~, 1,7, HCO,~, CO,*", phosphates,
phosphonates, OH, carboxylates, polycarboxylates]); M*
benzoates (where M* is Na*, K*, NH,*; alkyl dimethyl
benzyl ammonium chlorides; and alkyl dimethyl benzyl/
ethyl benzyl ammonium chlorides.

The deicing/anti-icing fluids can also optionally include
one or more fire inhibitors and/or corrosion inhibitors. Some
common additives used for both fire and corrosion inhibition
include sodium tolyltriazole and 1 H-benzotriazole, methyl.

In another embodiment of the invention, the deicing/anti-
icing fluids include a biobased freezing point depressant as
described above, in combination with a vinylpyrrolidone
polymer having a molecular weight between about 10,000
and about 700,000, and water. By “vinylpyrrolidone poly-
mer” is meant a homopolymer or a copolymer of vinylpyr-
rolidone, or a derivative thereof. Suitable derivatives of
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vinylpyrrolidine polymer may include alkylated polyvi-
nylpyrrolidones, 2-menthyl. Preferably, the vinylpyrroli-
done polymer is polyvinylpyrrolidone.

The vinylpyrrolidone polymer has a molecular weight
between about 10,000 and about 700,000, and preferably not
greater than about 360,000. It is believed that higher
molecular weight vinylpyrrolidone polymers may produce
deicing/anti-icing fluids having less desirable properties,
particularly for aircraft and runway deicing.

The deicing/anti-icing fluids can contain any suitable
amount of the vinylpyrrolidone polymer. Typically, the
fluids contain about 5% or less vinylpyrrolidone polymer,
and usually between about 0.1% and about 3%.

Advantageously, the vinylpyrrolidone polymer often
functions as both a thickener and a surfactant in the fluid.
Consequently, fluids having desirable properties can be
produced using a minimal number of ingredients. However,
optionally the fluids can also contain other ingredients such
as an antioxidant and/or a second surfactant.

The deicing/anti-icing fluids also include water in any
suitable amount, usually in an amount of from about 40% to
about 70% by weight. By “water” is meant any suitable type
of aqueous solvent. It should be noted that the percentages
of ingredients given herein are based on a ready-to-use fluid.
The fluid can also be provided in a concentrate formulation,
in which case the percentage of water will decrease (e.g., the
concentrate may contain from about 5% to about 20% water)
and the percentages of other materials will increase accord-
ingly.

In another embodiment, the invention relates to a con-
centrated deicing/anti-icing fluid including a biobased freez-
ing point depressant, a vinylpyrrolidone polymer having a
molecular weight between about 10,000 and about 700,000,
and water. The use of the vinylpyrrolidone polymer in the
fluid enables an effective, highly concentrated fluid. The
vinylpyrrolidone polymer can solubilize with very little
water, and thus it can be used in place of ingredients that
require a larger amount of water to solubilize, such as
sorbitol or xylitol. The concentrated fluid contains from
about 5% to about 30% water, and typically from about 10%
to about 20%. In some preferred embodiments, the concen-
trated fluid contains from about 80% to about 88% glycerol,
from about 0.5% to about 3% vinylpyrrolidone polymer, and
from about 5% to about 20% water. Optionally, the concen-
trated fluid may contain additional ingredients such as an
antioxidant and/or a surfactant.

The deicing/anti-icing fluids can be used in any applica-
tion requiring deicing and/or anti-icing. In some embodi-
ments, the fluids are used for the removal of, and/or time-
limited protection against, deposits of frost, ice, and/or snow
on exterior aircraft surfaces prior to take off, or on roadway/
runway surfaces. The fluids are usually applied through a
commercial deicing/anti-icing vehicle system to the surfaces
at pressures and flow rates normal for intended use.

In addition to application to aircraft, the fluids can also be
used for other anti-icing/deicing applications. Common
applications would include surfaces of, for example, airport
pavements, roadways, walkways, sidewalks, bridges,
entrances, electrical tower structures and their components,
electricity transmission lines, canals, locks, vessels, nautical
components, railroad switches, and motor vehicles. In addi-
tion, the fluids can be used in applications such as birdbaths,
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outdoor fountains, decorative ponds, and other outdoor areas
where water freezing would be aesthetically or functionally
unacceptable. In these applications the fluids can prevent
water from freezing during the winter in cold climates with
reduced biological risk to wildlife or domestic animals. In
some applications, the surfactant Brij-35 is not used because
it may cause foaming that is aesthetically undesirable.

Following are some preferred deicing/anti-icing fluids
suitable for use in the invention:

First Fluid

% Range % Preferred Chemical
10-80% 73.3% Glycerol, 99%
0.01-1.0%  0.096% Brij ® 35
0.01-1.0%  0.077% Sorbic acid
0.01-1.0%  0.058% NaHCO3
0.02-2.0% 0.48% NaH2PO4.H20 monobasic monohydrate
0.02-2.0% 0.98% Na2HPO4.7H20 dibasic heptahydrate
15-70% 24% Water
0.05-0.1%  trace Food coloring
0.01-3.0%  0.96 Polyvinylpyrrolidone,
molecular weight 360,000 Daltons
Second Fluid
% Range % Preferred Chemical
10-70% 60.35% Glycerol, 99%
1-25% 6.04% Xylitol
0.01-1.0%  0.095% Brij ® 35
0.01-1.0%  0.076% Sorbic acid
0.01-1.0%  0.057% NaHCO3
0.02-2.0% 1.17% NaH2PO4.H20 monobasic monohydrate
0.02-2.0% 1.18% Na2HPO4.7H20 dibasic heptahydrate
15-70% 31% Water
0.05-0.1%  trace Food coloring
Third Fluid
% Range % Preferred Chemical
10-80% 50% Glycerol, 99%
2-30% 10% Sorbitol, 70%
0.01-1.0%  0.05% Brij ® 35
0.01-1.0%  0.04% Sorbic acid
0.01-1.0%  0.03% NaHCO3
0.02-2.0%  0.02% NaH2PO4.H20 monobasic monohydrate
0.02-2.0%  0.02% Na2HPO4.7H20 dibasic heptahydrate
15-70% 40% Water
0.05-0.1%  trace Food coloring

The above fluids are very non-toxic. In particular, the
third fluid has an LDy, (fathead minnow) of 58,000 mg/L..
The deicing/anti-icing fluids of the invention are believed to
be substantially less toxic than previously known biobased
deicers.

The following table lists some different formulations of
aircraft deicing fluids (ADF) according to the invention (the
amounts shown are weight percentages).
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glycerol 66.82 62.6 59 66.73  62.63 57.85 66.66 62.37 58.87
xylitol 6.68 12.5 17.7 6.68 1250 17.30 6.67 12.50 17.57
water 22.5 21.2 19.8 2518 23.54 23.63 24.07 22.52 20.90
Brij-35 0.13 012 o011 0.13 0.12 011 0.10 010 0.10
sodium sorbate 1.29 1.21 1.13 1.29 1.21 111 1.01 1.00 1.00
NaH2PO4 1.29 1.22 1.14 0 0 0 1.00  1.00 1.03
Na2HPO4 1.3 1.22 1.14 0 0 0 0.50 050 0.3
polyvinyl- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
pyrrolidone
glycerol 66.66 66.6 6244 7635 80.0 88.0 84.05 88.05
xylitol 6.67 6.67 1248 0 0
water 2316 24 2248 20.03 16.1 852 12770 7.24
Brij-35 0 0.10 010 0.10 0.18 0.19 018 0.19
sodium sorbate 1.02 1.08 1.00 1.00
NaH2PO4 0.50 050 050 0.0 099 1.09 104 1.09
Na2HPO4 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.02 0.65 072 069 0.72
polyvinyl- 1.00 0 0 1.00 1.19 130 124 261
pyrrolidone
sorbic acid 0.88 0.10 0.09 0.10

The above-listed formulations can also contain a colorant
in any suitable amount, usually equivalent to about 0.01
percent.

The following table lists some different ADF formulations
according to the invention (the amounts shown are weight
percentages):

25

weight, from about 2% to about 50% glycerol, from about
40% to about 60% water, from about 3% to about 15%
thickener, from about 0.05% to about 0.15% surfactant, and
from about 5% to about 35% deicing salt. Any suitable
deicing salt can be used in the invention, including potas-
sium acetate, sodium formate, sodium acetate, urea, sodium
chloride, calcium chloride, or mixtures thereof. Any suitable

glycerol 66.71 6247 5884 6671 62.47 58.84 50.00
sorbitol 6.66 12.50 17.65 6.66 12.50 17.65 10.00
water 22.61 21.26 19.97 22.61 21.26 19.97 36.90
Brij-35 0.13 0.12 0.11 0.13 0.12 0.11 0.10
NaH2PO4 1.30 1.22 1.14 000 0.00 0.00 1.00
Na2HPO4 1.29 1.22 1.14 000 0.00 0.00 1.00
sodium sorbate 1.29 1.22 1.14 129 122 1.14 1.00
glycerol 55.49 55.49

mannitol 5.54 5.54

water 35.64 37.79

Brij-35 0.11 0.11

NaH2PO4 1.08 0.00

Na2HPO4 1.07 0.00

sodium sorbate 1.07 1.07

glycerol 66.66 62.48  58.88 6539 62.19 58.82 65.39
xylitol 6.67 12.52 17.63 6.54 13.08 19.62 6.54
water 22.51 21.09 19.82 22,70 22.70 22.70 26.66
Brij-35 0.13 0.12 0.12 0.13 0.13 0.13 0.13
NaH2PO4 1.36 1.28 1.20 129 1.29 1.29 0.00
Na2HPO4 1.34 1.26 1.18 462 1.29 129 0.00
sodium sorbate 1.33 1.24 1.17 1.28 1.28 1.28 1.28
glycerol 66.79 6249 5886 6679 62.49 58.86
arabitol 6.66 12.68 17.65 6.66 12.68 17.65
water 22.55 21.10 19.95 25.13 23.51 22.24
Brij-35 0.13 0.12 0.11 013 012 0.11
NaH2PO4 1.29 1.21 1.14 000 0.00 0.00
Na2HPO4 1.29 1.21 1.14 000 0.00 0.00
sodium sorbate 1.29 1.21 1.14 129 121 1.14
glycerol 66.03 61.98 58.34

erythritol 6.64 12.38 17.52

water 23.22 21.78 2051

Brij-35 0.13 0.12 0.12

NaH2PO4 1.33 1.25 1.18

Na2HPO4 1.33 1.25 1.17

sodium sorbate 1.33 1.24 1.17

50.00 50.00
10.00 10.00
36.95 37.05
0.05 0.05
1.00  0.50
1.00  0.50
1.00  1.00
62.19 58.82
13.08 19.62
23.32 20.15
0.13  0.13
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
1.28 1.28

Another embodiment of the invention relates to a deicing/
anti-icing fluid that is particularly preferred for use as a
runway deicing fluid (RDF). The runway deicing fluid
includes glycerol, water, a thickener, a surfactant, and a
deicing salt. These ingredients can be used in any suitable
amounts. Preferably, the runway deicing fluid includes, by

65

thickener can be used in the invention; in some embodi-
ments, the thickener is selected from xylitol, sorbitol, poly-
vinylpyrrolidone, or mixtures thereof. Any suitable surfac-
tant can be used in the invention; in some embodiments, the
surfactant is a nonionic surfactant selected from the poly-
oxyalkylene ethers, such as Brij-35.
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The following table presents
runway deicing fluids.

effective road, bridge, or

glycerol 33.31 27.51 22.83 18.79 49.65 4823 4127  36.65
xylitol 13.32 11.00 9.09 7.53 5.03 432 4.16 3.81
water 39.6 44.86 48.06 49.46 43.85 46.17 53.37  58.46
Brij 35 0.13 0.11 0.09 0.07 0.10 0.09 0.08 0.07
potassium 0.10 0.09 0.08 0.07
sorbate

sodium 1.27 1.10 1.03 0.94
carbonate

potassium  13.62 16.52 19.93 24.16

acetate

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes,
the principle and mode of operation of this invention have
been described in its preferred embodiments. However, it
must be understood that this invention may be practiced
otherwise than as specifically described without departing
from its spirit or scope.

What is claimed is:

1. A nontoxic deicing/anti-icing fluid comprising: at least
about 10% by weight of a freezing point depressant com-
prising at least one polyol having 3 to 8 carbon atoms;

a surfactant;

an antioxidant; and

at least about 5% by weight of water;

the fluid having an LD, greater than about 10,000 mg/L..

2. A fluid according to claim 1 having an LD,, greater
than about 30,000 mg/L..

3. A fluid according to claim 2 having an LD, greater
than about 50,000 mg/L..

4. A fluid according to claim 1 wherein the freezing point
depressant is a mixture of glycerol and a second polyol, the
glycerol providing a majority of a freezing point lowering
effect, and the second polyol providing a thickening effect.

5. A fluid according to claim 1 further comprising a buffer.

6. A fluid according to claim 1 comprising at least about
32% by weight of the freezing point depressant.

7. A fluid according to claim 1 comprising at least about
50% by weight of the freezing point depressant.

8. A fluid according to claim 1 wherein the antioxidant
excludes citric acid.

9. A deicing/anti-icing fluid comprising:

a freezing point depressant comprising at least one polyol

having 3 to 8 carbon atoms;

a vinylpyrrolidone polymer having a molecular weight

between about 10,000 and about 700,000; and

water.

the fluid meeting the requirements of Aerospace Material

Specification 1424D for a Type [ aircraft deicing/anti-
icing fluid.

10. A fluid according to claim 9 wherein the vinylpyrroli-
done polymer functions as both a thickener and a surfactant
in the fluid.
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11. A fluid according to claim 9 wherein the vinylpyrroli-
done polymer comprises polyvinylpyrrolidone.

12. A fluid according to claim 9 wherein the vinylpyrroli-
done polymer has a molecular weight not greater than about
360,000.

13. A fluid according to claim 9 further comprising a
surfactant.

14. A fluid according to claim 9 further comprising an
anti-oxidant.

15. A fluid according to claim 9 further comprising a
buffer.

16. A deicing/anti-icing fluid comprising:

at least about 10% by weight of a freezing point depres-

sant comprising at least one polyol having 3 to 8 carbon
atoms;

a nonionic surfactant selected from the polyoxyalkylene

ethers;

an antioxidant excluding citric acid; and

at least about 5% by weight of water.

17. A deicing/anti-icing fluid comprising:

at least about 10% by weight of a freezing point depres-

sant comprising at least one polyol having 3 to 8 carbon
atoms;

a surfactant;

a food grade material that functions as an antioxidant,

excluding citric acid; and

at least about 5% by weight of water.

18. A concentrated deicing/anti-icing fluid comprising:

a freezing point depressant comprising at least one polyol

having 3 to 8 carbon atoms;

a vinylpyrrolidone polymer having a molecular weight

between about 10,000 and about 700,000; and

from about 5% to about 20% by weight of water;

the fluid meeting the requirements of Aerospace Material

Specification 1424D for a Type [ aircraft deicing/anti-
icing fluid.

19. A runway deicing fluid comprising:

glycerol;

a deicing salt;

a thickener selected from the group consisting of xylitol,

sorbitol, polyvinylpyrrolidone, and mixtures thereof;

a surfactant; and

water;

the fluid meeting the requirements of Aerospace Material

Specification 1435 for a runway and taxiway deicing/
anti-icing fluid.

20. A runway deicing fluid comprising:

from about 2% to about 50% glycerol;

from about 5% to about 35% deicing salt;

from about 3% to about 15% thickener;

from about 0.05% to about 0.15% surfactant; and

from about 40% to about 60% water.



